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Putting Grain in the Bin and Saving for 
Tomorrow
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$159 Million in Savings and Collections
 $40 million in 5% budget reductions.

 $4 million from State Vehicle Reduction.

 $79 million in audit collections by the Department of Revenue.

 $800,000 biennium savings by extending computer replacement cycle to 5 years. 

 $3.4 million renegotiating lease rates for commercial space rented by the state.

 $17,000 in savings from Governor and Lt. Governor salary decrease.

 $6 million in savings from cancelled building projects across the state. 

 $450,000 in estimated savings through efficiency steps taken by the Department of Livestock 
in the implementation of the Brucellosis Action Plan.

 $400,000 by rescreening aggregate and using the surplus and obsolete material, rather than 
crushing new material. 

 $18 million cancelling the new unemployment insurance (UI) contribution computer system.

 $4.5 million cancelling renovations of the unused Receiving Hospital Building on the 
Montana State Hospital Campus.

 $2 million in savings by state government by suspending some wildfire-related equipment 
purchases and fuels reduction projects in 2010.

 $600,000 not bailing out Swank Enterprises’ clean up liabilities.

 $380,000 over the biennium with the elimination of the RDO positions in Commerce.

 $131,000 in savings from Department of Revenue printing fewer tax booklets.

 $20,000 in estimated saving by not printing a state phone directory.



2013 Biennium Budget $3,761.6 million

2011 Biennium Budget $3,688.9 million

Percent Change 1.97%

Money in the Bank $125 million



Business Equipment Taxpayers Exempted 

TY 2014 
425 of the Largest Taxpayers

Remaining in Class
1.4%

35,000 Taxpayers
Exempted

98.6%
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Education – Path to 
Good Jobs, Growing 

Economy & 
Competitive State

We must continue to invest in 
education because an educated 
people – an educated 
workforce -- is the best path to 
good jobs, a strong economy 
and a competitive state.

This budget puts more state 
money into K-12 and into our 
higher education system. 

We must not short-change 
our children’s future!



K-12 Education
•Backfill $26M HB645 fund switch to BASE Aid and Special Education
•Provide inflation to:

•Per ANB &Basic Entitlement (1.9% & 1.53%) - $29.5M
•Special Education - $2.7M
•Quality Educator (FY13 1.53%) - $600K

•Restore $10M At-Risk Funding 
•Continues funding the Montana Digital Academy - $2.4M
•$10M for Quality Schools Facility Grants to local districts
•$17M in Facility payments to schools from Quality Schools Facility Acct
•Create $38M Teach Montana account and fund Quality Educator Payment and inflation 
increase from this fund

TOTAL NEW MONEY TO K12 SCHOOLS:
$42,800,000
TOTAL BACKFILL TO K12 SCHOOLS FROM 2009 LEGISLATURE:
$36,000,000







Teach Montana



GROWTH of 
142%

UNTOUCHED!





Higher Education
•Backfill $31M in HB645 fund switch

•$24M Present Law Adjustment

•$12.6M new funding to UM and MSU systems

•$500,000 for Dual Enrollment Scholarships

•$1.7M for Non-Beneficiary Tribal Student Funding

•$140,000 for Community College BANNER support

•$5.4M Community College new funding

TOTAL NEW MONEY TO HIGHER ED:

$43,490,000

TOTAL BACKFILL TO HIGHER ED FROM 2009 LEGISLATURE:

$31,850,000




